
Hopewell Avenue Public School Message – April 14th, 2022

Dear Hopewell Families:

We hope everyone had a good week. On the ground at Hopewell it feels like we have locked
in spring with the biggest indicator yet - our play structures have re-opened! Students were so
thrilled to have access to our structures once again.

Next week we will be re-opening our library for book exchanges and time with our library
technician, Christine Power. A huge thank you to Ms. Power for all her work to deliver a library
on wheels and being virtual storyteller for our students. She has worked hard to bring the
library to students during our pandemic restrictions and we are grateful for all that she does.
Her energy, enthusiasm and creativity have supported the love of literacy and the joy of finding
“that special book” during some very challenging times. As much as the students will be
excited to get back into the library space, we don’t think anyone will be as excited as Ms.
Power! :)

As shared last week, we continue to track staff absences closely and we will make every effort
to keep classes and our school open. If we cannot operate safely due to staffing shortages, a
class or our school may have to pivot to remote learning until we can arrange for appropriate
coverage. We will make every effort to advise families the night before. We encourage families
to have contingency plans in place and to monitor your email for updates. Yesterday, for the
first time, we had to make the decision to close three classes today. We appreciate that
receiving a message about a class closure is not easy to receive.

Yesterday district messaging was shared with families communicating a return to mandatory
mask use where all individuals are required to wear a mask inside OCDSB schools and
buildings, effective immediately. This includes students, staff, and visitors (including parents
picking up or dropping off children for EDP). Please refer to the message sent from our Director
of Education, Camille Williams-Taylor, for details around this requirement.

Included below you will find information about Hopewell’s emerging scientists, Summer School
for grades 6 to 8, the International Day of Pink, a message from our School Council, and a
chance to enjoy some art from around our school - please enjoy the virtual gallery we have
shared!

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us if you have any questions.

Thank you, as always, for your partnership. We wish you and your families a wonderful long
weekend. For those who acknowledge Easter, we wish you a Happy Easter! For families
celebrating Passover, Happy Pesach! Stay safe and take good care.

Martina Sherwood & Christopher Wereley



Principal & Vice Principal
Hopewell Avenue Public School

Upcoming Dates
April 15th - Good Friday, school is closed
April 18th - Easter Monday, school is closed
April 26th - Photo Retake Day (Individual photos and leaving photos)
May 10th, 7pm - School Council Meeting, Virtual Link: TBA
June 3rd - PA Day, Students do not attend school
June 30th - Last day of school for students

A Message From Hopewell Avenue Public School Council
We continue to seek volunteers to support a return to pizza days! School yard clean up plans
are also in progress - mark Saturday, May 7th on your calendars, bring friends, bring your
gardening supplies - wheelbarrows for moving mulch, rakes, brooms, shovels…! Please reach
out to the School Council for volunteering, questions and ideas: sc-hopewellaveps@ocdsb.ca

Rapid Antigen Tests



Rapid Antigen Tests are available to students who have used both of their original tests and
require replacements. Should you require additional tests for your child, please email us at:
hopewellaveps@ocdsb.ca with the subject line: Rapid Antigen Test Request. Include the name
and homeroom of your child in your message.

Ottawa Regional Science Fair News!

Congratulations to Sofia H. and Mackenzie N. from class EMF7/8A for their great success at the
Ottawa Regional Science Fair!

This event was virtual this year and it took place between March 28th to April 9th.
Sofia and Mackenzie’s project, entitled “The Removal of Industrial Dye from Polluted
Ecosystems: An Organic Solution”, won many prizes at the awards ceremony!

Their project won awards from the following organizations: the Ottawa Field Naturalist Club,
the Ottawa Horticultural Society, the Water Environment Association of Ontario, and the
Laurentian Chapter of the SETAC.

Sofia and Mackenzie’s project also placed third overall for their age group!

Hopewell is very proud of the hard work and dedication that Sofia and Mackenzie
demonstrated in participating in this event. Bravo!

International Day Of Pink

On Wednesday, April 13th we acknowledged the International Day of Pink. On this day the
following announcement was shared with all of our students:

Today is the International Day of Pink. The OCDSB wears pink to stand with our #2SLGBTQ+
selves, students, friends, co-workers and community and stand against homophobia, biphobia
and, transphobia. Our schools are places where everyone should feel safe.

This is a day celebrated in Canada and around the world as a reminder to everyone of the
power of allyship and speaking out against bullying when you see it happening. Every year we
mark this day to honour the bravery of two high school students who stepped in when a fellow
student who was being bullied for being gay and wearing a pink shirt. These students heard
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what happened and mobilized their entire school to wear pink in support of the student who
was bullied. This is the power of allyship. Our small actions can have a large impact.

At the OCDSB, we value the dignity and worth of each person and recognize each person’s
right to be treated equally and feel belonging. The OCDSB is mindful of the bullying and
violence that 2SLGBTQ+ community members continue to experience and works to create
learning and working environments where everyone can feel safe expressing who they are and
sharing who they love. Today, and all days, we ask you to take a stand against bullying and
take an active role in keeping our spaces welcoming and safe.

If you experience or see someone being bullied, speak out. Tell a trusted adult at school We
will take action to stop it. Bullying has no place in our schools. We all have a role to play in
making our schools safe for our 2SLGBTQ+ selves, friends, family and community.

Summer School Offered By OCDSB Continuing Education
There are a number of summer school opportunities available to OCDSB students in grades 6
to 12. You may find this information on the flyer attached here. The information is also attached
below.









A Virtual Art Gallery…








